School may be out for summer, but the -

learning continues at the Victoria READ

* Society where children-and youth attend-
classes and summer camps in reading, °

witting and mathematics to (:atch up or
get ahead for fall.

This- summer, READ has morning and
afternoori classes in Victoria and Sidney
and also offers learning camps through
Panorama Recreation Centre. The week:
long camps throughout August will sneak

in learning while students explore land; .

water and sky themes.
“The-camps are a great way to bridge

learning gaps before school starts, and- -
they are designed. to-be fun and get Kids-

outside,” says Claire: REttlE READ’s execy-
tive director: -
With a focus on creating: mdmdual

learning plans for each student, READ's

professionial teachers and low student-

teacher ratio help students gain skills and.

the confidence to move ahéad. .

“READ has really helped my: son, Isaa—c )

lts been. great to see him really excelling
" BAYS hJs mﬂm, Valerig Camp—

Toc!ay, }saac is gettmg tap ma.rks in his
* Grade. 10 studies throughi a dlstance edu-

catiori program,. but’ hie has hadto work _

hard'fo. get where he is today after suffer:

ing a brairr injury; “fror being hit by a car.
while riding his bike, “He couldn’tlunction.

in- the regu]ar school systern. and that’
" where READ camiedn,” Campbell says.

Though some of Isaac's educational -
expenses were paid for through alegal set-

tHlement, Campbell $ays the family needed

help.to contiie [saac's classes at READ..
She applied to. READ's Education. A¢eess:

program and received tuition suppor:

Fachyear, READ olfers Education Access :

to studerits age six to 18 from 1o mcome
households throughout Greater-
" As a non-profit. READ furtdraisis with'thie
Iocal cqmmumty to support the program,

which provides acaderinic assessment and *
10 months of classes; Households contrib--
ute to their child’s tuition according to-

what they can reasonably: afford. - -

- programs

" essential so-that people can grow and

“organization relies on support from the .

" "Parents who brmg their children-
‘to' READ aré contributing directly and:

: workp[ace literacy and -learning pro-

tion ‘through the Victoria Foundation,
“www.victoriafoundation.be.ca, or. by

- tion- to° he]p Tridge gaps in learmng, -
regardless-of their ability to pay,-says -
Suzanne Veit, chair of READ's board of

1 sLmngly beheve that hteracy s

contribute fo théir-full potential”

- Individualized help makes all the dif-.
ference for'many. learners, says Rettie,
noting that' to provtde pregrams, the.

COMIuUNity;

indirectly to learning support for lows .
iftcome households and hterac:y 1mt|
tives aerossthelr community™ ;
" Members:of the community: contnb—
ute by vo]unteermg becoming project: -
partners or through financlal dona—' .
tions, . :
READ ‘bagan oﬁermg programs for
clildren in 1976: Today, the organiza-
“tion also operatés adult, aboriginai.and

‘grams; Find out-fuore’ ‘at wwwreadso—
cletybc ca;

Those wishing to-support the READ
Somety can do-so by making a dona-

contactmg READ dJ.rectly at 250—388-.

- “We could never have dorie- this with: .

- ot the ‘Education Access funding sep-
port,” -says Campbell, ‘who-is- sometimes-
exhausted from thie iedication she con- -
tinues to take after beating both: breast -
and liver cancer. ™l value education and.
-“READ has been 50 kind ‘and generous to. -

- s,

7 The Education Access fand is 'um'que -
i that young people can get exira atten-- -

. “TheVictoria READ Seciety has been helplng yaung people improve

their reading skills. since 1976, Today the non-profit literacy
_orgamzatlon offers reading, writing and mathematics instruction
as well as adult, aborlgmal and workplace literacy and learning.
programs. :




