; Mad: Btmme
Weekend Sditiof staff

T‘here was a time when it
‘was relatively easy for a person
Ao get by in the world withaut
sufficient Bteracy. skills.

Times have changed,

Iuhe Hulder. execubve dl-
rector of the. Victoria Read'So-
ciety, says it's surprising how
the reading and writing skilla
of many aduhs need alot ofirr
provement

“I think we're realizing the

problem meore now, than be-

fore because I.tt.eraqns bacom

ing a real prerequisite for any
job now.” she says.

*You used to be able to get
jobs thae were manual labour
jobs where you could get by
withiout strong literacy skills,
But new everything requires a

-,

-

faifly good knufvledge—o[ read-,
tng and wr:hm;; .
-UVic  professor  Mary.

Sakari, who, Spetializes in liter-
acy’ developrnent. argues that
more people.are labelied as
having an mabrt’t_\r to.read and
whte than actuﬂ]ly-have a serk-

ous problem That. she says,
&an preveny tham from pro-
gressing when it comes to lit-
eracy developrment.

Sakari says she noticed the
trend when-she ran UVic's stu
dent reading clibic:

I‘vegcme through probably

overa thousand kidssince I've . as attention deficit r.hsorr]er Gy,
been here: And- durmg that .

time f've probably only ran into
one. k.nd -that  couldn't
progress,”

In other words, the vast ma-
jority of students labeiled with
developmental disorders such

"oV e

vastly improvie their ability toL
read and write, she sAYsS. i

‘Many students have literacy
problems simply becaise they;
weren't interested in the readn
ing material they were given in
elementary and h:gh sehoal.’
notes Sakari,.

As for adults with l:teracy
problems, they essentially il
into twe categories, she says.”

Some adults weren't that irs
terested in reading and writing,
in schoot, and consequently;
never developed their fiteracy;
skills, says Holder. Then there
are those adults who don't use
the skifls they learmed when
they were younger, .

“Like any skill they sort of
losé it.™ she says.

The Read Society offers
three main programs for resi:
dents in the Capital Region
who need’ to improve their
reading and writing skills. -

'A remedial program aimed
primartly. ar children covers
reading, writing and. math;
says Holder, It's a fee-forser-
vice progyam but bursaries arg
available, she says.

The society alse provides.a
Basic Adult Skills for Employ:
ment program which is funded
by the BiC. Ministry of Human
Resources: As well as belping

" adults improve their ability te

tead and. write, the program
provides: assistance in areas
such as computer.skifls and
math.

Then there is the ALPHA
program. which Holder says.
provides assistance for immi:
grants-and refugees trying to
learn. the English language
and develop literacy, - "

The-ultimate aim is for peos
ple:to adjust to living in Canada
and to help them work towards
Bnding employment,” she

Says. .

‘Holder says a lot of adults
who have difficiities reading
and’ writing try’ to ‘cover the
problem up. which' can be
quite stressful for them and
lead to low selfesteeml. ' f

Holder says the soc:etjrs
programs have helped. adults
resolve:such priblems: l:vyﬂrg'

acy ki
¥ *Thiey: tomé dway’ with a
real sense of corifidende’and
selworth,” she says. "It's just
very empowering for people.”




