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Not being able Lo read is like being
Klind, says Linda Maerae.

“[i means a person can'd read a
meni in a restaurant, can’l read a
telephone book or a road sign.”

And they are usually in the dark as
far as employment possibilities:
“Noti-readers are eiltker chronically
unemployved or have to work al un-
skilled, menial jobs,” said Macrae
who 15 execulive direclor of the Vie-
torts Heading Evatualion and De-
velepment Society.

i MACRAE: it takes courage

e

The society, which has branches in
Sidney, Faircfield and Langfard, is
celebrating ils 10th aniversacy this
year, Since 1477 its stalf, who ali have
at least a bachelor of education de-
gree plus special training in reinedial
education, have taught more than
5,000 peeple to read,

The students are all ages — every-
thing [Tom six to 6G,

Two Grade 11 girls recently sigsied
up for classes. They were hoth read-
ing at less than the Grade 2 level
“Sometimes il just makes my stom-
ich drop whea [ ineel youngsters

able to read sii

like Ihis. [t takes a lot of courage for
them ta come for help.™

Macrae described a 43-vear-old
man wha came to R.E.AD a few
menths ago: "He was a non-reader,
had barely achieved a Grade 1 vead-
ing leve! and was unable to use even
the most rudimenlary reading skills
to get by,

*He had dropped oul of school al 13
hecause the teschers said he was
stupid, and was a truck driver uniil a
serigus back injury put him out of
work. Because he couldn’t read he
couldn’t 1ake vocalional fraining so

ifar to

the Ministry of Labor veferred him o
us.”

For five montlis the man aitended
classes and began lo read at the
Grade § ievel. Today he is taking
vocational training al Camasun Col-
tege and speaking 1o street kids dn the
preblems of not heing literate,

“He had a very severe learning
problem het he worked very, very
hard to compensate,'

Statistics show that from 10 te 13
per cent of the population have mod-
erate to severe learning probiems,
said Macrae.

An elemenlary child might have
dilficulty expressing his ideas,
teenager might be perpiesed when
asked to follow directions or an adult
mrighl express Lhoughts verbally with
ease bat falier when lrying lo mnt
words oit paper.

“Quile often a shulent is able 10 do
guite well in the lower grades but
when bigger worids ate inlenduced he
or she has no strategy for decoding
them and so falls further and further
behind.

“Sometimes a studen! will reuach
high school without being deleeted.
There are many adulis wilh learning
problems whe are onfy now aware of
what is wrong.”

The expert stresses that in altmost
Bvery case a person with a learning
disahility is of average vr greaier
intelligence. This Is why, so often,
they can avoid deteclion,

~They develop strategios which
help to mask the preblem and often
dispiay greal awareness in other
areas -— many are igh aclieversina
particufar area.

“But more often than nat, a child or
adult having difficulties begins tolose
canfidence and self-esteem and won-
ders wly be or she is different.”

The techrigues practised at
R.E.A.D. are as varfed as the prob-
iems themselves — each one is tailor
nade to unravel an individual prob-
lem.

(All students are evaluated to deter-
mine {heir learning strenglhs and
weaknesses. Classes are small and
intimate,

"We always hegin i a level where a
student can achieve suecess. Gur phi-

losaphy s that everyone can tearn in
the right enviromment. We want to
make il a posilive experience, 1o baild
confilence and self-esteem. Once ™
they siarl o enjoy -themseives we seé
progress." .

Maerae paints out the key to un-
locking the problem is a mulii-sen-
sory approach: “Some students read
well bt don’t enmprehend spaken
language. Gthers may have superior
verbal ability but can'l write a sen-
tertce. Others may learn welt from
visua! oxamples bul struggle when
asked ta fullow instructivns in poist
form.

“The svletion is to develap ather
avennes of theughil process to bring
each sessory ability up to the saime
level.” .

Young children may be asked lo
sculpt numbers out of plasticine and
feel the skapes wilh elosed eyes until
it they are imprinted. A sequencing
difficuliy may be unscrambled by
visual nxercises ami concrets physi-
cal processing of infarmation.

Exercises arc imaginative, crea-
{live and repelitive.

Macrae emphasizes lkal parenis
miust hecome advocales for their chil-
dren. Many learning lroubles are
spotted in schoels but parents should
also be on the alert to act if they
suspect leacning problems.

The seoner & difficubty is spoiled
the seomer it can he remedied —
before behavioral or social ramifica.
tions develop.

“The eariier we cateh it the better,
befure the learning problems are cn-
trenched and the stodent has fallea
iun far behind. Nevoer hefore has

reading heen s¢ impertanl — there
are fewer and fewer unskilled jobs out
there.”

Besides celebrating its 10k anni-
versary, (he society is embarked op a
fund-raising campaign to earn money
{for bursaries. Donations are lax de-
duetable and help fund elasses for
thase who have difficuity paying.

“Last year we gave away $25,000 in
bursaries.”

The society is supported by the

provineial government, United Way
and individual donaiions as well as
fees for classes.
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