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Calonis! Ropavier

Dne sludent sells and re-
paifs eompaters. Expert m
compuler languages, he
writes English at the Grade 2
Jevel,

Another is a highly skilled
tFadesnian for whom prome-
tmn is blocked because, he
0"t read et all. In fact when
came 1o the Yiclozia
Heading Eyalvation and De-
velopment Sariely (Vieloria
1
inotw the alphahsl.

Try. tius- “Ocneugon aliwe
re saw a griicess mbuo
fiveh it a catsle.” That's how
arie student atlempled b
write “'once upon a time there
as a princess wha lived in a
castle.”

E.A.D.) he didn'l even

Cases like lhese come
through {he dour at L1536 May
all the Lime. They have nor-
mal intelligence but for one
Teasol ar anather have never
heen able 10 R1ale the menial
leap hetween ink on paper
and words in their minds. -

FREQUENTLY THEIR

_ problems can be traced Lo a

specific defieiency. They
may have a puor memory for
sounds or shapes. They may
e unzhle o diseriminate De-
lween some similar seunds
They may have lruub]e re-
membering sequences.

Sueh prubiems are called
“specilic learning disabiti-
ties,” a lechnical lerm which
disguises probiems Lhat can
drastically affect an individ-
wal's education, and life.

learners find

Tt was hell there and most
people don’t even know what
is & hell,”” is haw one
R.E.A.D. student described
his school experieiice, recel-
lecls Brenda Laurie,
R.I%A.D. eo-ordinator. That
may flave been [be reasen he
Yuit schoo! at Grade 6, still
unable to read.

Formeid {wo years ago by
parents converned that their
children could not get gnod
remedial {eaching. R.E.A.D.
is & unigue nun-profit organi-
vation which provides learn-
ing assistance for children
and adults who have reading

- difficuliy.

THE LOGICAL question
is— deesn’t the publie schoal
sysiem have learning assis-
lance programs for children?

il’s a good guestion, and a
delicgie one, hécause wiile
Yicigria R.E.A.D. js afficial-

-y ignered hy the regular

cdueation syslem, it has
strong inforntal cunncetions
wilh 0th edneational admin-
istralors and individual
teachers who turn (o it for
telp.

o put ihe matter hluntly,
the sehool system’s learning
assistance programs are {on
linle and Loo late.

“Since gur ¢ilni¢ vpened iis
daoozs there has heen a steady
increase of student enrol-

‘ment front the sehouols in the

local districts. Ln despara-
lign, parents-have been will-
ing to pay the required feés
beeause the avademic needs

bemg mét," thc sociely said
i a brief at ‘& herring on
teacher fraining Jasl Deceiu-
ber.

R.E.ADjs uredet.essur
?ro]uct Catchup, was an at:
fempl o seive lwo problems
at once. Supperied by a fed-
eral grani; it teok uncm-
rloyed €odchers and gave
them training and experience
in learnilig assistance wilk
Lllildren tvho aeeded il

" THAT RELATIONSHIP

“conlinues informally loday.

Many “learning assisfance
leatifiers in Greater Viclorix
sclipols s1i! ask for
EEAD’s asaessmenl of a

-
by
attend classes at'R.E.AT.
© What makes R.E.AD. ﬂ
ferent from learning assis-
lance {eaching in- the public
sehools are qualificatiens and
Tnlensity, Ms. Laurie said.

,-anil scliools ea- Gperalgy-
gz\'mg studénts tima 1o

Diagnostician  Charlotie
Elches has a master’s degree
in language am! learning dis-
zhilities, and has taught at
lhe post-graduate level in uni-
versity. R.E.ADL's five Full-
lime tegehers, who design
and execute learning ptans
for studepls based on the
diagnosis, all have teaching
certificates and advaneed
training in learning disabiji-
Lies.

A hali-day & week is spent
in vpgrading themselves, and
R.E.A.D. staff regularly hold
special seminars for teachers
acrass the province. They are
now working on a program le
train comupiunity college
adult education instruclors.

UNLIKE LEARNING as-
sislance classes in the pablie
schools, where (zachers work
with up o eighl shidents-at a
time,_ ciasses 2l RE.A.D.
never exceed [hree, and only
reach lhal size if students
wilh very similar problems
and reading leveis come
along at the same time, -

Small classes ave “impaz-
lani in learning assistance,
Ms, Elclies says. They alidhle
the teacher io cargepl every
evror the moment jt i$ inade,”
rethér than a few minwuies
ialer when the impact is !osl

Because of ihe hlghly spe-*

cific prigram werked out (20
dlflerenf diagnestic l(‘bL‘i ara

used) and the smail classes,
harriers to reading-fall rapid-
l¥. Results so far indicale
{hat for every mointh speai at
Victoria R.E.A.D., ihke- siu-
dent galns about Llhree
ihonths on his reading score.,
Ms. Laorie said.

This rapid progress works
real chanpes in students, and
parenis who kave tried
“everything” and given up
hepe- are understandably
pleased.

THE RAPID PROGRESS
is an important [actor in
keeping R.E.A.D. going.
Teachers ®ho see majec
changes in their pupils find
thzt lhe personai rewards go
a leng way {oward making up
for pay lower thae that of-
fered in public schools.

Stifl, Ms. Murray says,
“dedication and hard wark g
+fur, but somewhere along Lhe
line you need help.”

‘Thidion, which works sut
Jihout $180 a month, provides
only half of Vicleria
R.E.A.D.s budget. The vest
cemes from some grants end
dunativos.

Whal R.E.A D wants ngw,
khe says, is some recogpition
Trom dhe communily for the
hwork it is doing.

I *"We would like recognition
Jfram the educalion minis(ry
thai we cross age and school
%!disi:'i(-l boundaries, and Lrain

teachers from all aver the

pravince. From the commu-
nity, we would like recagni-
tioz thal we are the oniy non-
plrnfil soviely dedicated to
this.™

ITIE BMEDIATE NEED
is for space, prelerably for a
large house with many rooms
i which small classes conld
be heid. The program began
with four students, and logs
than fwo years laler has G A

special swmmer program has
altracted anather 380 stu-
dents.

The lease at 1136 May is up
al the end of June, The sum-
mer program will be held at
Blanghard sehaol (for which
the Greater Vietoriz school-
hudrd is charging the society
30.20¢} and come September,
another building will be re-
rAred 1o house ail expanded
program.

A !ongel' term Heed |s for

more: pennanent.
mam]y st thai tuit
can be redueed.

*“I'he- students i
hore are the lucky ones, -
parents really care abanf g8
thicic education and ean g
erally arfm*d fo pay a
exira.”

These wheo can't, affgrd i
and can't get ane of the linif-
ed number of scholarships
are the losers, in educatifsy
and probably in life. 6




