Non-profit organization
marks anniversary with open
house on Friday

By Katherine Dedyna

Times Colonist Life staff

If you had troubie reading this sen-
tence in 1976, you were pretty much on
your own, )

That was before Victoria Read Soci-
ety — now a well-known watchdog for
literacy — was founded and ultimarely
rescued thousands of local residents
through remedial teaching and compas-
sion for what they had endured.

The non-profit organization is cele.
brating its 20th anniversary with an open
house for all students, former students,
parents, teachers to be held Friday at

720 Linden Ave. from 3-6 p.m. with lots
of birthday cake and other goodies con-
cocted by the current English-as-a-Sec-
ord-Language class,

Executive director Melanie Austin
speaks proudly of 3 pretty impressive
record” over the last Iwo decades, Not
only was Read Society one of the first
remedial agencies in Canada, but it hag
helped 10,000 students, from Kinder-
garten (o adult age.

“Our teachers and parents saysit'sa
tife-changing process — it's not Jjust read-
ng.”

The society now has some 20 instilic-
tors, most of them full-time, Project Lit-
eracy was founded by society members
about seven years ago to hamess volun-
teer power instead of professional teach-
ers.

Litera goup celebrates 20th

Literacy issues are stil[ incredibly
painfuf for so many people, Austin says,

She has found that people can more
easily find the strength to talk about
abuse, addiction and sexual arientation
than about literacy problems because of
the depth and staying power of the stig-
ma of illiteracy.

“We don’t even call it illiteracy. It’s a

really dirty word.”

In some ways, the technological rev-
olution is further disenfranchising peo-
ple with literacy problems, she says.

As voice mail increasingly becomes
the first contact with offices, and even
Jjob openings are posted by the govem-
Ment on computers, people who lack
reading and writing skills or have diffi-
culty processing verbal instructions, are
often at a logs.

Those processing problems which
Were never taken into account may
account for the inability to read in the
first place. .

Financial and legal documents get
ever more complicated while crypic,

. confusing abbreviations, even on pie-

scriptions, are becoming commeon, she
says.

Not only have resource sector jobs
that paid weil without literacy skills dis-

appeared, but even janitorial jobs require *

people to process workplace safety
' issues written at a post-secondary level,
. Auistin says.
Read Society offers hasic math, read-
Ving (comprehension, spelling, writing)
* and English as a secong language,
Most people pay their dwn way —
which is $36 per hour for adultg — but
the centre will try Every way it can o

 find funding for others, Seldom does
! anyone fall through the cracks.

Read Society continues to be only
noo-profit cenire where children can
attend for as dittle as $10 a month and
last year, 87 children attended classes on
bursaries.

The society has a gaming licence and
receives support from government
employees, the Vancouver Foundation,

individual donors, business community, |

service clubs and bath provincial and
federal governments.
For more iformation, cail 388-7225
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